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Background 
At the HELCOM 37-2016 meeting, the action on 'Blue catch crops/mussel farming" was deleted from Annex 3 
of the Joint Documentation on coordination of programmes of measures. Estonia, Sweden and the European 
Union expressed their disappointment and pointed out that the action represents a good example of 
combining environmental, economic and social considerations and should be further explored in HELCOM 
through the sharing of information and best practice. 

The Meeting noted the strict mandate of Germany not to accept this action. 

The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide their feedback on this action for further consideration 
at HOD 50-2016.  

This discussion document contains a short description of a possible activity in HELCOM based on the original 
action 4.1.1, which was initially part of Annex 3 of the Joint Documentation on coordination of programmes 
of measures. This possible action would be based on the exchange of information and development of good 
practices in the use of blue catch crops and other biomass removal technology measures for removing 
nutrients in the Baltic Sea - Short title: "Blue catch crops/mussel farming and nutrient reduction" 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to discuss, exchange views on possibilities to include specific activities at the regional 
level, as part of HELCOM's future work. 
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Discussion document 
 
ACTION: Exchange of information and development of good practices in the use of blue 
catch crops and other biomass removal related sea-based measures for diminishing 
nutrient burden of the Baltic Sea  
Short title: “Blue catch crops / mussel farming and nutrient reduction” (cf. 4.1.1. Annex 3, document 4-25) 
The application of Blue catch crops to remove nutrients, primarily nitrogen, from the sea is a fairly new 
approach to address the issue of eutrophication. Some Contracting Parties (CP) which are also EU Member 
States have included the promotion of the use of blue catch crops (e.g. farming of mussels, algae and ascidia, 
collection of algae and phytoplankton) in their Programmes of Measures under the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive.  

The purpose of this activity would be to exchange information and best practice to help determine the value 
of Blue catch crops in removing nutrients and also in the provision of other ecosystem services.  

The use of catch crops in coastal wetlands is also an important application. Engineered wetlands, where 
wetlands are constantly managed and biomass removed are technologies which are successfully being used 
elsewhere to treat sewage and other effluents. 

More specifically the action would consider an exchange of information and best practice on:  

− the selection of suitable species for cultivation, 

− assessing the amount of nutrient that can be removed, 

− how this measure would complement existing traditional nutrient reduction measures, 

− cost comparison to other measures, and  

− an assessment of the scale of the measure required to make a significant contribution to nutrient 
removal at both the local and system scale.  

− potential positive and adverse effects of blue catch crops on the marine environment, and  

− assessing options for an economically viable use of farmed catch crops (e.g. human consumption, 
animal feed, fertilizer) 

This activity could lead at later stage to the development of guidance for the application of Blue Catch Crops 
in the Baltic Sea Region, however, this issue would need to be further discussed by HOD before it is started.  
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